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Find out more about
our many course and
certificate offerings.
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GET IN TOUCH

DESIGN. IS. EVERYTHING.

We live in a visual society,
where images and design
have never been more
important. Design creates
impact, inspires action,
and helps people better
understand the world around
them. Join the exciting field
of visual arts—or take your
career to the next level—
and leave your visual mark
on the world.
DESIGN. IS. EVERYTHING.

DESIGN
UCLA
EXTEN
SION

We believe that an education in visual arts can help people
cultivate their talents and flourish. Our courses and certificate
programs are specifically aimed at working professionals
who would like to change careers or advance their current
position. The visual arts program is designed to help people
grow creatively while giving them the tools they need to
succeed professionally.
Courses focus on teaching the skills needed to be successful in
a professional atmosphere, including strong conceptual and
problem solving skills and how to effectively collaborate with
clients and other creative professionals. Our programs provide a
solid foundation in design concepts, along with an understanding
of web and interactive design, photography, and user experience.
Along the way, you will build a strong portfolio that shows off
your creative abilities. You will also learn how to think strategically
and position yourself for the competitive job market.
A certificate can help enhance your resume while giving you the skills you need to be
successful in your field. Certificate programs take students through a series of courses
that deliberately build their skills and confidence. They are taught strategic design,
visual literacy, and mastery of tools. Our programs teach curiosity, collaboration, and
experimentation. We encourage students to find subjects they love and pursue them.

CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS

USER EXPERIENCE
DESIGN COMMUNICATION ARTS
ADV PRINT & GRAPHIC COMMUNICATION
ADV WEB & INTERACTION DESIGN
PHOTOGRAPHY

UX

USER EXPERIENCE

Be on the forefront of technology with our
UX certificate, which teaches the art and
science of creating an enjoyable interaction
between users and products. This is a skill
that is increasingly valuable as so many customer
interactions become digital. Our program
provides a thorough education in developing
compelling user experiences. Students
learn the latest strategies, techniques, and
technologies used at leading agencies.

PROGRAM AT-A-GLANCE

TOPICS OF STUDY

UCLA Extension’s UX Certificate is designed for
professionals looking to switch to a UX career or
assume UX-related responsibilities at their current
job. Students will leave the program prepared for
success in the profession.

USER RESEARCH

The curriculum includes:
– Design thinking
– User experience research and testing
– Mobile user experience
Applications to the UX Certificate are accepted in
the fall or winter. The program can be completed
in four to eight quarters, depending on how many
classes students take each quarter.

DEVELOPING PERSONAS/SCENARIOS
MOBILE FIRST/ IMMERSIVE DESIGN
SYSTEM & USER INTERFACE DESIGN
PROTOTYPE CREATION
USABILITY
ANALYTICS & ANALYSIS

For current courses see our quarterly catalog
or visit ux.uclaextension.edu

DESIGN THINKING
The field of design thinking takes a holistic approach
toward the application of design. Our Design Thinking
Workshop provides an intensive deep dive into the
tools and methodologies of design thinking and
prototyping. Attendees are presented with a real-world
design challenge, which they then tackle using a design
thinking approach. The process includes research and
discovery, mapping the challenge, brainstorming the
possibilities, sketching and improvisation, defining
the opportunity, and prototyping experiences to drive
impact across digital and physical landscapes. You will
leave the workshop with a greater understanding of the
theory and application of design thinking.

DCA

DESIGN COMMUNICATION ARTS

STUDENT WORK

The DCA Certificate gives students a solid
foundation in the fundamentals of design,
with elective courses in web and interactive
design, photography, and more. The program
provides a comprehensive approach to design,
teaching you the tools of graphic design, how
to think strategically, and how to conceptualize
your ideas. At the end of the program, students
participate in a mandatory portfolio review
before being awarded their certificate.

YU JU SHEN

ANNIE GULIAN

ANESHA BHARADWAJ

CURRICULA AT-A-GLANCE
CORE COURSES

SELECTED ELECTIVES

Design Fundamentals
Color Methodologies

Designing Experiences: Exhibit, Installation,
Retail, and Trade Show Design

Typography

Design Sustainability

Design History and Context

Entertainment Design

Design II: Collateral Communication

Design and Development for WordPress:
Beyond the Blog

Design III: Branding
Drawing for Communication
Design IV: Advanced Design Practice

Design Thinking Workshop:
Designing for Impact

“

AS SOMEONE WITH AN ART
BACKGROUND, I WANTED
TO LEARN TO BE ABLE TO
SUPPORT MYSELF WHILE

InDesign

The Internet of Things:
Prototyping Using the Arduino

Photoshop I

Designing for Print Production

DCA PROGRAM REFINED MY

Photoshop II

User Experience Research

SKILL SET, GAVE ME GREAT

Illustrator I

Wearable Computing: The Next Step
in Human-Computer Interaction

PORTFOLIO PIECES, AND

Publication Design

HELPED ME LAND MY FIRST

Package Design

‘REAL’ JOB AS A DESIGNER

Illustrator II

Surface Design for Consumer Products
Web Design I: HTML and CSS

DOING WHAT I LOVE. THE

AT MODCO CREATIVE.
– ELLEN CAMPBELL

For current courses see our quarterly catalog or visit visual.uclaextension.edu

”

ADVANCED PRINT &
GRAPHIC COMMUNICATION

CORE COURSES
PUBLICATION DESIGN
ADVANCED TYPOGRAPHY
ADVERTISING DESIGN
MENTORSHIP

For experienced designers, this certificate
focuses on creating polished portfolio pieces
of sophisticated and specific print work.
This advanced program offers master-level
mentoring and instruction. Areas of study
include installation and dimensional design,
wayfinding and packaging, branding systems,
type, image, unexpected application, and
advanced conceptual thinking.
Seasoned designers who are interested in
gaining greater skills and insight into web
design will be interested in this program.
Coursework emphasizes an immersive and
engaging user experience, site optimization,
and design solutions through critical thinking
and technical application.
This certificate can be completed entirely online and can
be completed in under one year. Admission is restricted to
students who have earned a DCA Certificate in the past
three years or by portfolio review.

ADVANCED WEB &
INTERACTION DESIGN

CORE COURSES
WEB DESIGN II: JAVASCRIPT & JQUERY
USER EXPERIENCE I: SURVEY
WEB DESIGN IV: REAL WORLD APPLICATIONS

PH

PHOTOGRAPHY

STUDENT WORK

The photography certificate gives students
the foundation to become strong
photographers. The program is designed for
students new to photography or those who
have been shooting independently and would
like formal instruction. Courses help develop a
solid understanding of the technical and visual
aspects of digital photography. Participants
will learn digital image capture, editing,
composition, and the fundamentals of lighting.

DONNY DEBRUNO

FELIX OSSA

CURRICULA AT-A-GLANCE
CORE COURSES

SELECTED ELECTIVES

Photography I

Event Photography

Photography II

Travel Photography

Shooting Like the Masters:
A History of Photography

Photoshop for Photographers

Lighting I

Photographic Composition

I HAVE BEEN ABLE TO MAKE

Lighting II

Conceptual Photography

Photographic Portraiture

Documentary and Landscape Photography

A POSITIVE, HAPPY, AND

Portfolio Workshop

Street Photography

SUCCESSFUL CAREER

Lightroom I

CHANGE. I HAVE AMAZED

Digital Retouching and Restoration for
Photographers

MYSELF AND MY CLIENTS

Photoshop I

AT JUST HOW MUCH I HAVE

DSLR Video and Motion

Photoshop II
Mentorship

“

THANKS TO UCLA EXTENSION,

TO OFFER IN THE WORLD
OF GRAPHIC DESIGN AND
WEB DEVELOPMENT.
– JD SEBASTIAN

For current courses see our quarterly catalog or visit visual.uclaextension.edu

”

YOU’RE
CREATIVE.

We understand what it’s like to be
professional in a creative discipline and
we can help make your career successful.
You may be coming to our program with
years of experience in the field or just
starting out—every career in design is
constantly evolving, just like the world
of design itself. Being in a creative
profession means following your own
journey of discovery, understanding,
and mastery of the creative process.
Our job is to nurture your talent and help
you grow as an artist. From your very
first class, you will become part of a
welcoming, collaborative, and stimulating
creative community. Your classmates,
instructors, and advisors will offer
inspiration and support as you embark
on your creative path.

WE’RE
CREATIVE.

OUR STUDENTS
Our students are from diverse backgrounds and have a wide variety of
career goals. Wherever they have come
from and wherever they’d like to go, our
design courses help them get there!
OUR INSTRUCTORS
Design courses are taught by experienced
professionals who have successful
creative careers of their own. As a result,
you’ll also get practical, real-world
instruction that you can apply to your
work immediately. As part of the
teaching philosophy at UCLA Extension,
instructors take a hands-on approach in
the classroom. Each student receives
individual attention, and teachers take
the time to understand their students’
backgrounds, strengths, and interests in
order to help them develop their talents.

